	Hainan Island where Xiao lives has the highest boy-to-girl ratio in China, with 135 boys for every 100 girls.

	Baby girls are often aborted to give parents a chance at having a boy, even though it is illegal.

	Xiao lives with his parents but is thinking of moving to Beijing. 

	Mortality rates for female babies are much higher in Hainan Island.

	The Chinese Government thinks the gender imbalance could lead to an increase in prostitution, sex crimes and wife-buying.

	Some research in China suggests men without families are potential sources of gang activity and violent crime.

	Two million extra boys are born every year in China.

	In China 117 boys are born for every 100 girls.

	Chinese society has a strong cultural preference for sons as they can support a family.

	In rural areas, female infanticide has increased dramatically since the 1980s. 

	The one child policy is often ignored in rural areas where tradition leads to families who want a son.

	Urban areas with the highest crime rates have the highest proportion of single men.

	Xiao’s parents are old and cannot work the family farm anymore. 

	Outside urban areas, not having a wife is a source of shame and anger in men. 

	Ready access to ultrasounds has enabled parents to learn the sex of their unborn baby and has led to widespread female abortion.

	Many farmers believe that a girl is a waste because she will marry into another family. 

	Xiao had to leave school at 14 to work on his parent’s farm.

	There will be 40 million single men in China by 2020

	It is thought once girls get married, they belong to someone else. They are not part of your family anymore.

	China has 37,000,000 more men than women

	In 2003 the Chinese government introduced a ‘Care for Girls’ policy, which provided money and benefits for raising girls. 

	Unemployed unmarried men dominate China’s 150 million migrant workers (who have moved from rural to urban areas) and most have no prospects.

	The death rate for girl babies is higher in rural areas as families give more medical treatment to sons.

	Chinese police freed more than 42,000 kidnapped women and children in 2001 and 2002. Many of the women were sold into marriage or prostitution. 

	‘Surplus males’ increasingly congregate in areas of the cities – trains and bus stations for example – and have begun to form gangs.

	In cities like Beijing and Shanghai parents are choosing husbands for their daughters who have lots of money and a good education. 


