Factbox: Christchurch earthquake 
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The most damaging earthquake in New Zealand - since the Napier quake hit Hawke's Bay in February 1931 - struck mid-Christchurch today at 4.36am. 

* It was initially measured at magnitude 7.4 and later downgraded to 7.1. 

* The epicentre was 40 km west of Christchurch city, close to Darfield, Canterbury. 
* Often referred to as the Canterbury earthquake. 
* The depth of the quake was at 10 km. 

* Most structural damage above ground was in Christchurch CBD and to the north of the city along the coast. 

* Many areas were left without power, water, sewerage services and gas 

* Minor damage was reported from Omihi in North Canterbury through to Timaru in South Canterbury. 

* In the first 15 hours, there were 28 aftershocks over magnitude 4, ranging up to 5.4. 

* Christchurch last had 7.1 quakes in March 1929 (Arthur's Pass), and September 1888 (North Canterbury). 

Source: GNS Science 

How developed is New Zealand?

GDP per capita: $27,668
Life expectancy: 80 years old
Total Fertility Rate: 2.16 births per woman
Literacy Rate: 99%
