Geography in the News: Haiti Earthquake – 12th January 2010
Background

7.0 magnitude earthquake struck at 1653 local time (2153 GMT) on 12 January 2010
Task:
Sort the causes of the disaster and the effects from the statements below:
	Haitians were digging through the rubble with their hands days after the quake struck. The bodies built up, both on the streets and in public spaces. As a result, the risk of disease spreading increased
	Mr Obama promised an immediate $100m for Haiti's relief effort and said that investment would grow over the coming year to aid long-term recovery. 



	The fault had been gathering stress for the 250 years it has been locked solid. It was really just a matter of time before it released all that energy.
	The director of Port-au-Prince's general hospital said that by 1100 (1600 GMT) at least 1,500 bodies were already stacked inside and outside the mortuary, with police continuing to bring more corpses on pick-up trucks

	Thousands of people were reported as missing under the rubble
	Buildings including schools, hospitals and homes collapsed during the quake trapping and killing many under the weight of the rubble

	“I've come across two schools that have completely collapsed, you could see the bodies trapped inside - but there were no rescue teams on the ground. I haven't seen anyone in the two days I've been here.” – BBC News reporter 


	Seismometers recorded a preliminary magnitude of 7.0 at 1653 local time (2153 GMT).

	The Red Cross estimated 45,000-50,000 people had died in Haiti's devastating earthquake, as rescue teams race against time to find survivors (14th Jan 2010)

	Tuesday's quake was on the Enriquillo-Plaintain Garden fault.

	The epicentre's proximity to Port-au-Prince - 15km (10 miles) - and the focus (or depth) of just 8km (5 miles) will have ensured the destructive forces were at their most intense.


	The Red Cross estimates that up to three million people in Haiti have been affected by Tuesday's earthquake. (14th  Jan 2010). Impacts include insufficient water, power and medical supplies



