
The Anasazi were a tribe of native Americans that lived in Mesa Verde between 600 to 1280 AD. At first they lived on the flat top of the Mesa.





There are 600 homes build into the cliffs of the rocky canyon, below the Mesa.





The Anasazi were subsistence farmers. This means they grow crops to feed themselves. They grew a lot of corn on the surrounding flat mesas. 





Mesa Verde means “green table”. It is a flat bit of high land. It is in a desert but gets water from summer rain, and as it is high up is cool enough to grow crops. 





The Anasazi were not a violent tribe and lived a peaceful life as famers. 





The Anasazi abandoned their homes on top of the Mesa in 1200 AD. They moved to the caves in the cliffs for protection.  





They abandoned their new homes 80 years later.  





No evidence has been found of any battles near Mesa Verde.   





You can count tree rings to tell how old a tree is. You can also tell how well a tree grew by looking at the width of the rings.





In about 1276 there was a serve drought in the Mesa. The trees from this time show very thin rings in the trees.





Trees need sunlight, fertile soil and water to grow. All plants need these three things to grow well. 





The Anasazi moved to the south and started to live with the Pueblo Indians there. 





Many things were left in the caves when the Anasazi left. 





The Mesa is in the desert. The homes were built with this in mind. So in winter the sun warmed them and in summer they were shaded.








