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The area around the Sedan crater is closed to the public because it is on a military test site. A few days a year members of the public are allowed to be escorted around the test site to see the craters. However there are no special precautions needed due to the radiation as the levels are no longer dangerous. Just after the blast men had to wear space suits to protect themselves from the radiation.





As the area around the crater is desert, the explosion had little impact on wildlife or vegetation. However the radiation released spread across the United States in the wind. 





The US military got a lot of information about the effects of nuclear weapons from these tests. This has meant that modern nuclear weapons are more effective. Luckily they have only been used in war twice. 








The Sedan Crater is a 390 m by 100 m crater in the Nevada desert. It was created on the 6th July 1962 by test of a nuclear bomb. The area around the Sedan crater is part of a military site called the Nevada Test Site. The Sedan crater is the biggest man-made crater in the US. 





The USA was in a race with the USSR to create the biggest and best nuclear weapon in the world. The Sedan test was the most radioactive in history.





Whilst the area around the Sedan Crater was controlled by the military, the fallout (radioactive dust) from the blast spread across a wide area, including several towns. 





The craters produced by the nuclear tests in the area created a landscape similar to the moon. When astronauts were training to go to the moon they trained in the craters, this meant they could get an idea about what it would be like on the moon. 





The Sedan Test contaminated more people US residents than any other nuclear test. The local residents were told that there was no risk to them from the tests so they didn’t leave their homes or take any precautions. In the years since residents near the site have had a higher number of cancers than the rest of the population. 





Farmers lost over 4,000 sheep due to radiation sickness in Nevada, Utah and Arizona. 





The army send 1,000s of soldiers to the area around the nuclear explosion to get them used to what might happen in a nuclear attack. Many of these men suffered burns and temporary blindness because of the radiation received. The soldiers exposed the radiation are 3-times more likely to get cancer than those not exposed. 





The blast caused a 4.75 earthquake and destroyed the top layer of soil/sand in the area. 7% of the total radiation in the US is because of the Sedan test. 








