What? 
A 7.0 magnitude earthquake
When?
12th January 2010 at 16.53 local time (21.53 GMT).
Where?
The earthquake occurred 18.457°N, 72.533°W. The focus of the earthquake was 13km (8.1 miles) below the surface of the earth.
Why?

Haiti is situated to the north of the Caribbean Plate, on a conservative (transform) plate boundary with the North American Plate. The North American plate is moving west. This movement is not smooth and there is friction between the North American Plate and the Caribbean Plate. Pressure builds between the two plates until it is released as an earthquake. 
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The epicentre of the earthquake was 16km south west of Port-Au-Prince. The earthquake was caused by a slip along an existing fault in this area (Enriquillo-Plaintain Garden fault).
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So What?
As of Feb. 12, an estimated three million people were affected by the quake; the Haitian Government reports that between 217,000 and 230,000 people had been identified as dead, an estimated 300,000 injured, and an estimated 1,000,000 homeless. The death toll is expected to rise. They also estimated that 250,000 residences and 30,000 commercial buildings had collapsed or were severely damaged.

So, why did so many people die in the Haiti earthquake? There are a number of reasons for this:

1. The earthquake occurred at shallow depth - this means that the seismic waves have to travel a smaller distance through the earth to reach the surface so maintain more of their energy.

2. The earthquake struck in the most densely populated area of the country.

3. Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere

4. The buildings in Port-Au-Prince and other areas of Haiti were in very poor condition in general and were not designed or constructed to be earthquake resistant.

5. 3 Million people live in Port au Prince with the majority living in slum conditions after rapid urbanisation.

6. Haiti only has one airport with one runway. The control tower was badly damaged in the earthquake. The port is also unusable due to damage.

7. Initially, aid had been piling up at the airport due to a lack of trucks and people to distribute it. Water and food have taken days to arrive and there is not enough to go around.

8. Rescue teams from around the world took up to 48 hours to arrive in Haiti due to the problems at the airport. Local people have had to use their bare hands to try and dig people out of the rubble.

9. There has been a severe shortage of doctors and many people have died of injuries such as broken limbs.

Roger used to be a fisherman, carpenter and decorator. In 2008 he had a stroke which left him partially paralysed on one side. He and his family are from Jacmel but on the day of the earthquake, 12 January, they were all in Port-au-Prince.
" When the earthquake happened I was in the outside latrine. A huge hole appeared in the wall and I saw another wall near me collapse. I held on tightly to a tree trunk until the trembling stopped. My wife and children were in the house and thought that I had died because they saw collapsed houses all around them. Thank Jesus they were alright. I thank Jesus for life. After the earthquake we went to live in a camp and lived in a tent. While I was there, a HelpAge nurse visited me and diagnosed me with prostate problems. She referred me to CENSHOP and I have been here since October. I was really sick when I came here but the reason I look so good now is because of all the good care I get from the doctors and nurses here. The staff make me feel at home. They spend time with us. The relationship feels more like friends then doctor and patient."
“I like the activities they put on for us. I am here, I have high blood pressure and I am without my family. The activities put my mind somewhere else. It allows me to escape reality. My wife used to come and visit me a lot but because of the cholera outbreak it is much less now but we talk on the phone regularly. We used to have activities outside but now they are all inside because the staff want to keep us away from cholera. Without HelpAge and CENSHOP me and my friends here, we would all be dead. Nobody was doing anything to help us before."

The feared outbreak of cholera resulting from the inability of the government to repair the water and sewage systems following the earthquake earlier this year has happened. 
A cholera outbreak in Haiti has killed more than 200 people, officials say.

More than 2,500 people in a region to the north of the capital Port-au-Prince are being treated for the illness, which causes diarrhoea, acute fever, vomiting and severe dehydration.

There are fears the outbreak could reach camps housing the survivors of January's quake in Port-au-Prince.

Medics also say the neighbouring Dominican Republic should be alert to the risk of cholera.

Officials believe the cholera outbreak was caused by people drinking infected water from the Artibonite river.

'Source'
"We have recorded more than 208 dead," said Dr Gabriel Thimote, the director general of Haiti's health department.
He said most of the cases were in the Artibonite region of central Haiti. The Central Plateau region has also been affected.

The worst-hit areas were Douin, Marchand Dessalines and areas around Saint-Marc, about 100km (60 miles) north of Port-au-Prince, Dr Thimote said on Friday.

Local hospitals were "overwhelmed", and a number of people were being evacuated to clinics in other areas, he added.

Cholera

· Intestinal infection caused by bacteria transmitted through contaminated water or food

· Source of contamination usually faeces of infected people

· Causes diarrhoea, vomiting, severe dehydration, and can kill quickly

· Easily treated with antibiotics; not usually fatal

___________________________________________________________________

Some patients at the hospital said they became ill after drinking water from a public canal, but others said they had been drinking purified water.

Local doctor Jhonny Fequiere told the BBC that he had seen 28 patients die and that his hospital in Marchand Dessalines was struggling to cope.

"We are trying to take care of people, but we are running out of medicine and need additional medical care. We are giving everything we have but we need more to keep taking care of people," he said.

The victims range in age, but the young and the elderly appear to be the worst-affected.

Spreading?
Aid agencies have been rushing medics and supplies of rehydration salts to the affected areas in a bid to stop the outbreak spreading to the Port-au-Prince area.
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"The priority is really for us and our main concern is to isolate patients that have already been affected by the disease and to inform the population on how to prevent against being contaminated," said Rosa Crestani, an emergency co-ordinator with the aid agency Medecins sans Frontieres.

Later on Friday, the first two cholera cases outside the Artibonite were confirmed in Arcahaie, a town closer to Port-au-Prince, the Associated Press news agency reports.

It says that experts were also investigating possible cases in Croix-des-Bouquet, a suburb of the capital.

Tens of thousands of survivors of the devastating earthquake are still living in crowded tent cities in and around Port-au-Prince with poor sanitation and little access to clean drinking water.

This is the first time in a century that cholera has struck the Caribbean nation, the World Health Organization said.

Haiti is an LEDC, this means it has less money that countries like the UK. Haiti also owes a lot of money to other countries which it borrowed before the earthquake to help development. There are many ways that this lack of money can affect what happens after an earthquake. 
In MEDCs (like the UK and USA), countries that have earthquakes build buildings that are earthquake proof and ‘life safe’, this reduces the chances of the building collapsing and protects people inside. MEDCs also spend a lot of money educating people about earthquakes and doing earthquake drills. This means that people know what to do when an earthquake happens. Governments fund rescue services and also help pay for repairing damage after earthquakes. In Haiti, over a year after the earthquake, many people are still living in tents and repairs have not been done to buildings. 

Many charities have helped Haiti, many have sent supplies and rescue teams. The Disasters Emergency Committee launched an appeal for help within days of the earthquake. £2m was donated by people in the UK within 36 hours.

The first response was to try to handle the earthquake on a local level: 

"The Haitian Red Cross was overwhelmed, warehouse buildings damaged, there was a clear requirement for international assistance. 

"Emergency stocks were distributed pretty much straight away. Then we looked at our emergency response unit, we have teams which are on 24/7 standby, and specialist areas like medicine," 
The British Red Cross then started a transport centre as the airport was damaged: 

"Port-au-Prince airport is subject to restrictions on fuel and handling equipment, the port is badly damaged, we need some kind of trucking system to transfer goods into Haiti from the [neighbouring] Dominican Republic." 

The Red Cross also provided plastic sheets, hygiene kits, mosquito nets and buckets. 

Emergency relief lasts for about 6-8 weeks then recovery lasts for 2-4 years in an LEDC. 

Normally the response moves from search and rescue and medical needs, to helping those who have lost homes with shelter, to water sanitation and food. Then comes more longer-term recovery programmes, like re-building homes and offering families micro-loans."

Oxfam provided 10 tonnes of water, sanitation, health and shelter equipment soon after the earthquake. 

Charity care sent 600,000 water purification tablets and food. 

